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US Foreign Policy Toward Somalia: Determinants and
Consequences
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Abstract:

What are the main determinants of US foreign policy towards Somalia? |
answer this question through a brief survey of US foreign policy towards
Somalia since 1960. | conclude that the US interest in Somalia is still
mainly driven by the fear of Somalia becoming a safe haven for Al Qaeda
and its affiliated organizations, and to destabilize and spread the conflict in
Somalia to the neighboring countries in the Horn of Africa region of
strategic importance. Unfortunately, all these fears have been fulfilled, and
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not only have they emerged with militant movements hostile to everything
American, but the conflict has also produced more critical humanitarian
situations. | also discuss the current factors that led to this rapid withdrawal,
and | assume that this recent decision can be viewed from several angles,
the first of which is American domestic political factors, and also at the level
of the Greater Middle East and neighboring countries, and finally on the
recent developments in Somalia.

Keywords: Horn of Africa, Somalia, United States of America, Al Shabab,
US Air strikes.
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Out of Somalia,” The New York Times, December 4, 2020, sec. World, para.
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The Case of Somalia’s Al-Shabaab,” Terrorism and Political Violence 30, no. 1
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